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How to make $12K–$36K a year
reselling on eBay (done properly)
What it takes: about 52–155 good flips a month, done the way eBay allows. Here's exactly how, with the real math.

1 How reselling works

1 Find

Spot items in thrift and
clearance stores. Check what
they sold for on eBay.

›

2 Buy

Buy only when the sold price
is at least 2x your cost after
fees.

›

3 List

6+ clear photos, a clear title,
priced against recent sold
listings.

›

4 Ship

Pack it and ship within 1–2
days with tracking. Repeat.

2 The math on one sale

A quick flip

You buy it for $20.00

It sells for (free shipping) $40.00

eBay fees –$5.84

Shipping + packing –$9.00

You keep $5.16

A smart flip

You buy it for $10.00

It sells for (free shipping) $45.00

eBay fees –$6.52

Shipping + packing –$9.00

You keep $19.48
eBay.ca fees for most categories without a Store: 13.6% of the total sale + $0.40 per order (orders over $10). Shipping and packing estimated at $9 for a small parcel.

3 What $12K–$36K a year takes

$12,000 A YEAR

52 flips a month (about 2 a day)
at $19.48 profit per smart flip

$36,000 A YEAR

155 flips a month (about 5 a day)
at $19.48 profit per smart flip

The secret is margin. With $5.16 quick flips, the same goals take 194–582 sales a month. Find items you can buy low and sell high, and
you need about 4x fewer sales.

Good to know: do it the way eBay allows
Retail arbitrage: buy the item first, then list it and ship it yourself. (This guide.)

Wholesale drop shipping: a real supplier ships for you under a signed agreement.

Not allowed: ordering from Amazon or Walmart after a sale and having them ship to your buyer (eBay drop shipping policy).

4 Your first week

Day 1 Open an eBay seller account. Use the Sold items filter to research 20 things you see in thrift and clearance aisles.

Day 2–3 Visit 2–3 stores. Buy only items that sell for 2x your cost after fees. Start with $100–$200.

Day 4 Photograph each item on a plain background. Titles: brand, model, size, condition.

Day 5 List 10 items, priced against recent sold listings. Offer tracked shipping.

Day 6–7 Ship the day it sells. Track every dollar: buy price, sale price, fees, shipping, profit.

Ready for the other 3 hustles? The Side Hustle Playbook adds Life & Commercial Insurance, AI Services and Clipping &
UGC, plus 3 start-up bonuses. US$1, one payment. Questions? WhatsApp Dante: 647-833-4712.
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